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Takehisa Masuko, who previously taught the history of Japan-Southeast Asia
relations at Ateneo de Manila University, collaborated with the Filipinas Heritage
Library to translate wartime Japanese books.

While understanding wartime perspectives is vital for reconciliation, Masuko
notes that moder factors — beyond security-have reshaped Japan’s regional image.
Development aid, Japanese technology and a boom in cultural exports-from
appliances to anime-have drawn the nations, and their governments closer.

“As the Philippine economy improves and the yen weaken, more and more
Filipinos are coming to Japan,” says Masuko, who is currently director of the
Japanese language course at Heise International University. “I hope the
Philippines and Japan will have an economic, cultural and social alliance, although
a military alliance would be fine.”
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